ROME
Friday 24th July
Day 1 began at 2.00 am. 49 excited
choristers boarded the coach for
Heathrow; remarkably most of them
managed to stay awake.
After a pleasant flight we arrived in
Rome where the temperature was a
sticky 35 c. After we arrived at our
hotel we had a 3 course hot lunch,
checked into our rooms, and headed
for the beach at Anzio.

Most took the chance to have a dip or paddle in the pleasantly refreshing water followed by
an evening of retail therapy and dinner in Italy’s 2nd largest shopping mall which is located
right next to the hotel.

Saturday 25th July
Day 2:
All awoke bright and breezy and after breakfast had a leisurely morning with a choice of
swimming in the hotel pool or more shopping. We then headed off into the city for some
sightseeing.

We walked down the Spanish steps and looked up at them then along the piazza di Spagna
and sampled the local cuisine (McDonalds). We proceeded to the Trevi Fountains which had
been drunk dry by the locals.

We then walked on to the Pantheon, a spectacular building in the centre of the city, where
we had the opportunity to look round before we performed.

After the mass we quickly gathered in front of the altar, where we performed an hour long
recital which was well received by a very appreciative and large audience. We returned to
our hotel where we had another 3 course meal. The children had the chance to relax by
playing cards or chatting in the hotel gardens before going to bed.

Sunday 26th July
Day 3:

The Spanish Steps again, but this time heading to the Anglican Church of All Saints, to take
part in the morning service where the choir played an important part in the service, were
made to feel very welcome and 2 local children were baptised.

We then made our way to The Colosseum, where we had the chance to wander at leisure
and take in the impressive structure which is nearly 2000 years old.
None of the children were thrown to the lions.

After a bite to eat (not McDonald’s) we met the coach to go to St Peter’s, where we had the
opportunity to look around before participating in the evening mass. We performed 5
pieces to a large and appreciative audience and congregation.

We were escorted to the altar where we had the opportunity to have photos taken before
leaving for some free time in the piazza. Then back to the hotel for dinner and an early
night.

Monday 27th July
Day 4

We started the day with a visit to the Vatican Museums, where the queues were very very
long. Within the museums were many galleries and exhibits including Mummies and other
Egyptian artefacts: Tapestries, pots from the Neolithic era forward , hand painted maps,
ornate painted ceilings and many pieces of church gold and silverware.

The Sistine chapel was the last stop on the tour, every inch of wall and ceiling covered in
exquisite paintings. The temptation to take photos was too great for some who were told
off by the security guards and escorted from the Chapel.
Next stop the Hotel for another three course meal and some time by the pool before joining
the coach for the ride to Palestrina, a small town in the hills about an hour’s drive from
Rome. We walked up the hill from the coach park, with keyboard, to find that no one
seemed to be expecting us.

After a short discussion with a helpful gentleman at the Cathedral of Santa Agapita where
Palestrina was organist, we set up on the steps of the Church and performed to the passers
by many of whom stopped to listen including two policewomen.
The crowd grew as the word spread and people appeared on their balconies to listen to a
wide range from the repertoire, conducted by Roger, who stood in the road with one eye on
the traffic.

The music was accompanied by the church clock and some mysterious and very loud bangs.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience of performing an open air concert and
many said they thought it was probably the best concert of the tour.
The audience insisted on an encore and were rewarded with three more songs. The children
had some free time to go and buy more pizza and gelato and take photos before we
returned to the hotel.
And so to bed.

Tuesday 28th July
Day 5

This morning we woke up to another cloudless, clear , beautiful and hot sunny day. After a
good breakfast, we boarded our coach for Tivoli and the Villa D’Este, a majestic and
imposing building and terraced gardens, which was; and is a must see place to visit.

In the past it was classed as part of the Grand European tour. Famous people including
Chopin and Liszt would visit and perform there.
Within the garden are over one hundred fountains some small some large in spectacular
settings, to wander round at leisure and from here, there are amazing views across the
countryside.
After lunch and bit of retail therapy, in town centre we had a siesta on the coach on route to
Fregene beach. Sadly the red flag debarred swimming and we opted to return to the hotel
pool.
After some fun in the wate,r we all went to the mall next door for ice cream followed by
some last minute shopping for some, and the back to the hotel for dinner, suitably replete
we returned to our rooms to pack ready for our return to England.

